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Athenians, with all their energy, were not able
to pile up those vast masses of marble in a less
period than that of six hundred years. The
temple was founded by Pcisistratus, and is suffi-
cient in itself to prove that he was not wholly
unworthy of a throne. Its design is worthy
of him to whom the world is indebted for the
preservation of the works of Homer. How
often must those around him have laughed at
an undertaking which, as they doubtless believed,
could never be completed ! Peisistratus know
better; and if the "Tyrant" could have foreseen
that the mighty fane was to owo its completion
to another absolute sovereign, regarded no
doubt by the Athenians as a usurper like him-
self, he might have derived an argument in
favour of Monarchy from the power for good as
well as for evil, which a concentration of national
resources, and an unquestioned Will, impart. Bo
proud of his achievement was the Emperor
Adrian, who completed tliis wonder of tho
world, that he called by his 'name the portion
of Athens in which it stood Of its tyundrod